
 
Zoo Snoozes 
Experience the Virginia Zoo from dusk until dawn by joining us after-hours for this unique nocturnal 
adventure! It’s the ultimate sleepover for families, friends and groups. Zoo Snoozes include 
educational and exciting nighttime activities, up-close encounters with our animal ambassadors, 
exhibit trail hikes, a behind-the-scenes experience, breakfast, and so much more. Wake up to the 
sounds of lions roaring or siamangs calling! 
 

Snooze Program Information 
All Zoo Snoozes are led by experienced and enthusiastic instructors in this exciting educational 
experience. Participate in fun and educational activities, including animal encounters, hikes, games 
and more! After a fun-filled evening, you’ll have a delicious breakfast and continue with a morning 
hike before joining us in an exclusive behind-the-scenes experience.  
 
Snooze programs are designed in alignment with Virginia SOL and NGSS standards, and certain 
Snooze programs may satisfy scouting badge requirements. The Virginia Zoo can accommodate 
groups of all types and sizes and are perfect for scout groups, school groups, community groups, 
birthday parties and more! Participants must be six years and older, with at least one adult for every 
seven children. 
 
Our overnight programs are inclusive and encourage participants of all abilities and learning styles to 
learn and explore at their own pace. A few activities may be overstimulating for those who are 
sensory-sensitive. If you have concerns about whether a Snooze program is a good fit for your group, 
please contact the Camp and Overnight Program Coordinator.  
 

All Snooze Programs Include: 
• A Behind the Scenes Experience 

• Encounter with program animal ambassadors  

• Hikes through the zoo  

• Games 

• Learning activities 

• Continental breakfast 

• Zoo admission (during and after the program) 
 

Snapshot Snooze Program Schedule 

7:00 PM Animal Ambassador Presentation  

7:30 PM Games and learning activities 

9:00 PM Night hike around the zoo 

10:00 PM More games and activities 

10:30 PM Prepare for bed and lights out 

 The next morning: 

7:00 AM Wake up and pack belongings 

8:00 AM Breakfast 
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8:30 AM Morning hike around the zoo 

9:30 AM Behind the Scenes Experience 

 

Snooze Program Packages  
 

We offer three distinct Snooze packages. Each package includes animal encounters, behind the 

scenes experiences, hikes, and educational activities. Participant fee also includes Zoo admission for 

the day following the program.  

Package 
Name: 

Dinner Breakfast Description Cost 

Bug Bites ✔ ✔ 

Snore and roar with us following a pizza 
feast at our African Village Café! Discover 
animals in darkness and hit the hay in our 
World of Reptiles exhibit hall. *  

$50/participant 

(minimum $750) 

Crockabye  ✔ 

Skip the dinner and jump right into the fun! 
Explore the Zoo at night and then sleep 
soundly in the World of Reptiles exhibit 
hall. * 

$40/participant 

(minimum $600) 

Nightcrawler 
Campout 

✔ ✔ 

Camp out under the stars in our Run Wild! 

Nature Discovery Zone! Enjoy a pizza 
dinner, nocturnal activities, and outdoor 
fun. Participants provide their own camping 
gear. It’s s’more fun outside! 

$55/participant 

(minimum $825) 

*Dependent on size of group. Maximum of 50 participants in World of Reptiles exhibit space. For more than 50 

participants, an additional room can be booked.  

 

Additional Items 
 

Additional Food Items for Purchase: * 

• Additional 16-inch pizzas, $20 each 

• Snacks (popcorn, chips or pretzels), $5 

• Bag Lunch, $5 each 

• Salad with Dressing, $16 

• Uncrustables sandwiches, $2 each or $10 for 10 

• Veggie Platter, fruit platter, or fruit & cheese platter, $35 

• 15 fresh baked cookies, $12 

Souvenirs and Patches:  

• Virginia Zoo logo reusable water bottles, $3 each 

• Virginia Zoo logo Camelback water bottles, $15 each 

• VA Zoo specific badge, $3 each 

* Please be advised that no outside food is permitted on Zoo grounds. Please contact us if you have dietary restrictions so that we can 

plan accordingly. Food allergies can be accommodated with advance notice. All food orders must be made least 48 hours in advance of 

the snooze program. 

 

 



 

 

Snooze Program Policies  
 
Number of Participants: 

• Minimum: 15 
• Maximum: Please contact the Zoo for groups larger than 50 participants to discuss how we can 

accommodate your group.  
 

Snooze Program Deposit:  
A deposit is due at registration to secure your 
program date. Each Snooze package has a different 
deposit value, but all deposit fees apply to your final 
cost. A single Snooze may accommodate 
approximately 50 participants. For more than 50 
participants, two (2) rooms will be booked, and the 
deposit will reflect a second booking. If you have 
reserved one (1) room but want to increase the 
number of participants over the maximum of 50,  
please call the Education Department at least ten (10)  
business days prior to the Snooze to make sure there is  
space available. At such time, we will communicate if  
space and staffing are available to conduct your Snooze at this size. 
 
Snooze Cancellation Policy: A deposit is required in order to reserve your Snooze date. At this 
time, an estimated number of participants is required. Should you decide to cancel, you must do so 
more than three (3) weeks before your Snooze in order to receive 80% of your deposit. Refunds 
cannot be given for Snoozes cancelled less than three (3) weeks prior to the Snooze. 
The final head count and remaining balance are due ten (10) business days prior to the Snooze. 
Refunds cannot be given after this date. For payments not received ten (10) business days prior to the 
Snooze, a 15% late fee will be added to the total cost of the Snooze. To reschedule, call the Education 
Department no later than ten (10) business days prior to the scheduled Snooze. Any cancellations 
within 10 (ten) business days of the scheduled program require payment in full. 
 
Snooze programs run rain or shine; however, the Virginia Zoo reserves the right to change or cancel a 
program due to inclement weather for the safety of our participants and our staff. In the event the 
program is cancelled, a full refund will be provided or the program rescheduled.   
 

Scheduling a Snooze 
1. Select a Package – Choose from our three program packages: Bug Bites, Crockabye, or 

Nightcrawler Camp Out 

2. (Crockabye and Bug Bites ONLY:) Select a Theme – Choose from a list of themes offered within 

your program package: 

 

Crockabye or Bug Bites 
• Operation: Conservation 

• Wild Virginia 

• Nature Detectives 

• Sense-ations 

• Predator Prowl 
 

Package Name: Deposit 

Bug Bites $750 

Crockabye $600 

Nightcrawler Campout $825 



 

3. To book a Snooze program, complete a Snooze Program Request form. For more information, 

email the Education Department at vazoo.education@norfolk.gov, or call 757.441.2374 (229). 

Snooze Theme Descriptions (Crockabye and Bug Bites Only) 
 

Operation: Conservation  

Uncover the secrets behind global conservation and do your part to save species and protect the planet. As a 

team we’ll piece together a conservation challenge and learn ways to become ecological heroes and protect the 

environment. 

 

Wild Virginia   

Explore the world in your own backyard and learn what wild and fascinating creatures are right outside your 

door. We’ll discover how to identify these creatures and how to provide safe places for them to live. 

 

Nature Detective   

Everyday wildlife biologists discover new and fascinating things about the diverse animals of the world. 

Together we’ll explore the techniques wildlife biologists use in the field to make these findings with hands-on 

investigations and discoveries. 

 

Sense-ations   

Have you ever wondered how animals use their senses to discover the world around them? In this snooze, we 

will see, hear, smell and feel our way about the zoo for a night of sensory fun. 

 

Predator Prowl   

What makes the ultimate predator and how do prey successfully avoid becoming lunch? Come learn about 

predator/prey relationships and the effectiveness of various survival strategies. 

 

What to Bring:  
• Reusable water bottle 

• Pillow and sleeping bag 

• A change of clothes and personal overnight items 

• Weather-appropriate gear for outdoor activities  

• Flashlights   

• Camping mats, cots, or air mattresses* 

• For Nightcrawlers Camp Out: tents and camping gear 

*Be advised- large cots and air mattresses may reduce space availability in exhibit halls and classrooms. Plan accordingly.  
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