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defining moments
At the Virginia Zoo, we see some of the most memorable 
experiences come from the most unexpected places – we call 
these “Defining Moments.”

The Virginia Zoo offers a one-of-a-kind informal environment for 
learning to nearly 500,000 visitors from around Hampton Roads 
each year. Voted the number one place for families to visit since 
2008, our goal is to continue creating an atmosphere that adds to 
the quality of life for the residents of Hampton Roads and for our 
animals. In concert with our mission-centric focus on education, 
recreation, conservation and fun, the Virginia Zoo’s World of 
Reptiles creates a journey through the new reptile house that 
evokes a sense of wonder and emotion. 

As you look through this brochure, you will be delighted by the 
design of the project and we hope you choose to invest. We 
are not just renovating a building, we are transforming your 
experience and continuing opportunities for lifelong learning  
and an appreciation of the natural world around us.

THE FROG LAB will 
be home to six species 
of frogs, including 
Panamanian Golden 
Frog (left), Mint dart frog, 
Golden mantella, Green 
mantella, Strawberry dart 
frog and Lemur leaf frogs.

TREE MONITOR FOREST  
Among the monitor 
species, there will be four 
types of tree monitors, 
including green, black, 
blue  and yellow.

FRILLED DRAGONS are 
just one of the unique 
species to the Zoo’s 
collection. They will be 
featured in the building’s 
Diversity of Life section.
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I feel so lucky to have had the 
opportunity to work with the 
animals and children here at 
the Virginia Zoo. My life has 
completely changed -  the 
Zoo is my inspiration to work 
with exotic species, be more 
active in conservation, and to 
become a zookeeper!

WENDY ZOLINSKI,  
CHILD EDUCATION INTERN

hear it from them!

I love going to the 
Zoo! It’s so fun to see 
the big animals and 
creepy bugs. I love 
when my mom and 
dad take me and 
we get to see the 
monkeys and the lions 
and the baby giraffe 
all play in their homes. 

JAY RAMSAY, VIRGINIA 
ZOO MEMBER, AGE 5

I am excited about the unique opportunity we have to continue to 
revitalize the Virginia Zoo this year! Thousands of children visit the Zoo 
annually and are amazed by the magnificent animals, experiencing 
learning that cannot be replicated in the classroom. They fall in love with 
our Zoo. We will challenge their minds and hearts by exciting them with 
our reptilian friends in a new and improved World of Reptiles. 

Your support of the “Defining Moments” Campaign means that you 
believe in the Virginia Zoo’s mission to educate people about animals, 
help save them from extinction, and have fun in a beautiful green 
park!  Let’s make our new World of Reptiles the slithery, scaly, and fun 
destination that it deserves. We’ve got a great team creating a unique 
place that is sure to wow you, over 100 creatures ready to move in, 
and all that is left is the generous support of you – our friends. 

ZOO ENTHUSIAST MARGO TAYLOR
VIRGINIA ZOO BOARD MEMBER SINCE 2003
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project budget
Expenses 
World of Reptiles Renovations   $1.5M

“Defining Moments” Educational Classroom $300,000

Crocodilia Exhibit     $250,000

Architectural, MEP & Structural Design  $205,000

Outdoor Exhibits & Conservatory   $150,000

Beastro Restaurant Improvements       $50,000

Family Restroom/Nursing Area      $45,000

ADA Compliant Bathroom       $40,000

Educational Interpretives       $30,000          
(Interactive Technology & Exhibit & Wayfinding Graphics)

Entry Tower         $30,000

Total                 $2,600,000

BEASTRO The new café will 
have a family-friendly menu 
with expanded outdoor 
seating and nearby climbing 
structures for children.

THE NEW OUTDOOR 
EXHIBITS will feature 
two monkey species,  
sloths, tortoises and 
several bird species. 
Left, a male and female 
Saki monkey.
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Exhibit Building Renovation
Norfolk, Virginia

September 8, 2017

YOUR NAME HERE

YOUR NAME HERE

DEFINING MOMENTS 
CLASSROOM

SLOTH EXHIBIT
INDOOR/OUTOODR

CROCODILE UNDERWATER 
EXPERIENCE

$250,000 
With education as a top priority, the 
new World of Reptiles features a 
state of the art classroom where the 
Zoo Education Department will host 
thousands of children in a SOL- and 
Next Generation Science Standards 
aligned curriculum that is interactive, 
informational, and fun! 

$100,000
Sloths, one of the most charismatic 
residents of World of Reptiles will be seen 
here. In this exhibit, visitors will learn how 
sloths live with other species, such as birds 
and reptiles to  form a community and 
ecosystem.

$300,000 
These ancient and long-lived reptiles 
go back to the age of the dinosaurs 
and are highly endangered. 
Renovations include a jaw-dropping 
crocodilian exhibit with floor-to-
ceiling viewing windows for an 
unmatched guest experience.

naming opportunities, $100,000+
SPONSORED

SPONSORED
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BEASTRO RESTAURANT & DINING AREA

BOG TURTLE EXHIBIT

ENTRY TOWER

$50,000 
The new café has an open-air feel with 
menu items to satisfy the hungriest of 
beasts. Your name will be displayed in a 
highly-visible location.

$50,000 
This outdoor exhibit features the 
endemic and endangered Bog turtles, 
one of the most successful conservation 
projects at the Zoo. Your name will be 
displayed in a highly-visible location.

$50,000 
This new beacon tower will 
welcome visitors into the new 
exhibit which showcases more than 
65 new habitats featuring reptiles, 
amphibians, fish and more. 

naming opportunities, $50,000

SPONSORED
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REPTILE NURSEY
$20,000 
Visitors will get a 
behind-the-scenes 
look at the care and 
management of reptiles 
and amphibians, and 
get a glimpse into their 
lifecycle.

AQUATIC 
GALLERY
$20,000 
In partnership with the 
Elizabeth River project, 
experience seahorses 
and other aquatic 
creatures from around 
the world.

VENOMOUS 
GALLERY
$20,000 
See unique venomous 
reptiles from around 
the world, such as the 
beautiful Eyelash viper 
to our local notorious 
Cottonmouth. Visitors 
will love each step, 
slither, and slide through 
this gallery. 

FROG LAB
$20,000 
This frog conservation 
lab will showcase the 
intricate niche that these 
amphibians need to 
thrive and reproduce.

YOUR NAME  
HERE

YOUR NAME HERE

YOUR 
NAME  
HERE

naming opportunities, $20,000
YOUR 
NAME  
HERE
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naming opportunities, $10,000-$15,000
CLASSROOM KITCHEN
$15,000 

MOTHERS NURSING ROOM
$15,000 

KEEPER KITCHEN
$10,000 

KEEPER OFFICE
$10,000 

KEEPER KITCHEN 
Here Zoo Keepers will 
prepare the specialized 
diets for the World of 
Reptiles residents.

KEEPER OFFICE  A centralized 
location for inputting animal 
records, documenting daily 
behavior activities and specimen 
development, this is a hotspot 
for herpetological science and 
information sharing.
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annual exhibit sponsorships

Make a meaningful impact and show your support of 
the Virginia Zoo by sponsoring an exhibit in the World of 
Reptiles. Sponsorships are valid for a term of 5 years and 
may be paid in annual installments.

* Sponsorship level based on approximate size of exhibit and not representative of actual 
animals housed. 

TREE FROG
$1,250 
Exhibits in size up to 20ft3

11 available

SEAHORSE
$2,500
Exhibits in size up to 40ft3

21 available

KING SNAKE
$3,750 
Exhibits in size up to 50ft3

12 available

PYTHON
$5,000 
Exhibits in size more than 60ft3

10 available

YOUR NAME HERE

YOUR NAME HERE

YOUR NAME HERE

IRANIAN NEWTS are 
thought to be nearly 
extinct in the wild, making 
the species an important 
conservation project at the 
Virginia Zoo. Sponsorship 
for this exhibit is $1,250.

LINED SEAHORSES  In continuing our 
partnership with The Elizabeth River 
Project, he Aquatic Gallery will include 
seahorses and many other aquatic 
animals, from amphibians to turtles.

SPONSORED
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Y O U R  G I F T 
Your gift is needed to make the World of Reptiles a reality! When you partner with the Virginia Zoo, you are investing 
in one of the most popular family-friendly destinations in Hampton Roads. Your support will allow the Zoo to remain a 

treasured institution serving the needs of the community and the animals that depend on us.

Corporate sponsors and Zoo friends who support the “Defining Moments” Campaign with a donation of $1,000 or 
more will be invited to our Leadership Society. Your name will be displayed in the new World of Reptiles as recognition 

of your support for this worthwhile cause. 

For more information about sponsorships, gifts, and naming opportunities please contact the Virginia Zoo  
Development Department at 757.441.2374, ext 220.

3500 GRANBY STREET
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA

23504

757.441.2374
VIRGINIAZOO.ORG

INFO@VIRGINIAZOO.ORG




