
Pre-school Programs  

Zoo for 2’s   

Animal encounters for children aged 2 or for mixed groups ages 2 and 3.    

Children will be able to touch some animals (with close supervision) and, for animals that can’t 

be touched, toy replicas or ‘biofacts’ such as hair or feathers will be presented.    

Pre-K:  

See, Hear, Touch and Smell  

Children explore the eyes, ears, and noses and special touch senses of different animals and gain 

better understanding of their own senses.  

Same or Different?    

Young students will meet animals from different groups to help them understand what makes 

them different from each other and how they are all the same in some ways.  

K:  

Is It Alive?  

How can we tell that something is a living thing?  Which animals hatch from eggs, which 

animals are born alive, and which ones get a lot of care and teaching from their parents?  

VA Science SOLs K.1, K.6, K.7 NGSS K-LS1-1, 1-LS3-1 

World Traveler   

Your students will meet several animals from different continents and diverse habitats, and gain 

new understanding of how each one is adapted to its natural home.  

VA Science SOLs K.7(a), 1.5(a) (Also Social Science/Geography K.3, K.4, 1.4) 

NGSS K-ESS3-1 

Grades 1 & 2:  

World Traveler    

Your students will meet several animals from different continents and diverse habitats, and gain 

new understanding of how each one is adapted to its natural home.  



VA Science SOLs 1.5(a), 2.5 (Also Social Science/Geography 1.4, 2.5) 

NGSS 2-LS4-1 

Part of a Bigger Picture   

We’ll explore how wild animals adapt to the changing seasons in Eastern North America, and 

how they are adapted to survive among the trees and plants that define their natural habitats.  

VA Science SOLs 1.7, 2.5, 2.7(a), 2.8(c) (Also Social Science 2.5) NGSS 3-ESS2-1 

Grades 3 & 4:  

Secrets of Survival    

We’ll detail some of the diverse ways animals are physically adapted and some of the unique 

behaviors that allow them to survive and prosper in their native environments.  

VA Science SOLs 3.4, 3.5, 4.5  NGSS 3-LS4-3, 4-LS1-1 

Pass on the Energy   

All species of animals interact with many other living things.  With the help of living examples 

we’ll look at food chains, food webs, and a few other aspects of natural communities.    

VA Science SOLs 3.5, 4.5  NGSS 5-LS2-1 

Grades 5 & 6:  

Where’s Your Skeleton?   

Let your students get to know better how to recognize vertebrate classes, or quickly spot an 

invertebrate.  They’ll fit these groups into the “big picture” of the classification of living things.   

VA Science SOLs 5.1, 5.5(b) NGSS MS-LS4-2 

Who Shares the Watershed?  

With the help of some native animals we’ll emphasize the connection between land animals (and 

people!) and local wetlands and the watershed.  

VA Science SOLs 6.1, 6.7, 6.9(a)  NGSS MS-LS2-3, MS-LS2-5 

Grades 7 & 8, High School:  

Genetics at the Zoo  



Join us for a novel presentation of basic genetic principles in relation to domestication, variation 

in wild populations, and the special challenges of captive breeding at the Zoo.  

VA Science SOLs LS.12, BIO.5  NGSS MS-LS4-5 

See the Connections  

Your students will review aspects of nutrient and energy flow through ecosystems with an 

emphasis on the different roles taken by animals in food webs.  

VA Science SOLs LS.6, LS.8, BIO.2, BIO.8 NGSS: MS-LS2-2, MS-LS2-3 

Here’s a Good Example  

A more general program that explores how an animal’s general class characteristics are modified 

and expressed in specific adaptations to its lifestyle and natural environment.  

VA Science SOLs LS.4, LS.9(c), BIO.4(c), BIO.6(a) 

NGSS: MS-LS4-2; some relevance to HS-LS4-1 

 


