
As an accredited Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) facility, the Virginia Zoo exhibits more than 400 animals 
on 53 beautifully landscaped acres. For more than a century, the Virginia Zoo has demonstrated a commitment to 
education and conservation, and offered a fun-filled day for visitors of any age. Open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
located at 3500 Granby Street in Norfolk. Daily admission prices are $11 for adults, $10 for seniors (age 62 and over) 
and $9 for children ages 2-11. Visit www.virginiazoo.org or call (757) 441-2374 for more information. 
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ZOO ACCEPTS $150,000 FUNDRAISING CHALLENGE 
 

NORFOLK, Va. – The Virginia Zoo received notice of an approved $50,000 two-to-one 

challenge grant from Mary Morton Parsons Foundation Nov. 26, 2012 to assist with the 

completion of Zoo’s Veterinary Hospital and Animal Wellness Campus project. 

 

“We’re very grateful to the Mary Morton Parsons Foundation for their support of this important 

project,” said Greg Bockheim, the Zoo’s executive director. “The facility, the only one of its kind 

on the East Coast, will help us continue to provide optimal care for a larger number of animals, 

and we believe it will also help inspire visiting children to become doctors or veterinarians." 

 

Consistent with the Zoo's commitment to education, the new facility will provide an educational 

experience, providing information on animal medicine, the benefits of good nutrition, and how 

our food is grown – including living fruit orchards and vegetable gardens. Visitors will be able to 

look though windows into treatment, surgery and laboratory rooms, and the animal diet kitchen.  

 

The two-to-one challenge grant requires that the Zoo raise $2 to every $1 pledged by the 

foundation, or $100,000 in all, to receive the grant payment of $50,000. In total, the Zoo needs 

to raise approximately $400,000 to complete the $4 million Animal Wellness Campus project, 

construction of which began in June. Construction of the project is being performed by 

Edgewater Construction of Chesapeake, Va. 

 

“We need the community’s help this holiday season to meet the Mary Morton Parsons 

Foundation’s challenge,” Bockheim said, adding that donations can be made online at 

http://www.virginiazoo.org/the-zoo-and-you/donate-form.asp. 
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Construction of the Veterinary Hospital and Animal Wellness Clinic at the Virginia Zoo Oct. 31, 
2012. The Zoo received notice of an approved $50,000 two-to-one challenge grant from Mary 
Morton Parsons Foundation Nov. 26, 2012 to assist with completion of the project. (Virginia Zoo 
photo by Winfield Danielson). 
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