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VIRGINIA ZOO CURATOR ACCEPTS POSITION WITH SAN ANTONIO ZOO 
 

NORFOLK, Va. – The Virginia Zoo‟s curator of birds and ectotherms has accepted a position with the 

San Antonio Zoo, which he is expected to start Dec. 4, 2012. 

 

Craig Pelke joined the Virginia Zoo in 2008, where he supervises zookeepers and manages the Zoo‟s 

bird and reptile collection. “It‟s been a great experience working here at the Virginia Zoo, and I 

appreciate all the opportunities and experiences that I‟ve had here,” he said. His last day at the Virginia 

Zoo will be Friday, Nov. 16. 

 

Graduating from the University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point with a Bachelor‟s of Wildlife Management 

and Zoology, Pelke remembers being interested in reptiles and zoos while growing up in Wisconsin. He 

recalled visiting the Milwaukee County Zoo when he was four, and telling his mother he wanted to be a 

zookeeper there. His first full-time zoo job, however, was as a zookeeper at Claws „n‟ Paws wild Animal 

Park in Lake Ariel, Pa., where he worked from 1991 to 1993. After working at the Out of Africa Wildlife 

Park in Fountain Hills, Ariz., from 1993 to 1996, Pelke fulfilled his childhood prediction, working initially 

as a zookeeper and later as an area supervisor at the Milwaukee County Zoo from 1996-2008. 

 

In his new job as curator of reptiles and aquatics at the San Antonio Zoo, Pelke will manage one of the 

largest and most diverse reptile collections in the U.S., along with amphibian and fish collections as 

well, including the nation‟s largest population of Japanese giant salamanders.   

 

“Craig is a hands-on guy,” said Greg Bockheim, the Virginia Zoo‟s executive director. “He will often 

fabricate himself equipment to suit the needs of his animals, he‟s the first to volunteer and he‟s been 

actively involved in conservation projects. The new position is a fantastic opportunity for him and we all 

wish him the best.” 
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Craig Pelke, curator of birds and ectotherms at the Virginia Zoo, participating in a northern 

diamondback terrapin survey on the York River May 7, 2012. Pelke accepted a new position as 

curator of reptiles and aquatics at the San Antonio Zoo beginning Dec. 4 (photo courtesy of 

Craig Pelke). 

 

### 


