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VIRGINIA ZOO WINS NATIONAL SKY ART COMPETITION 
 

NORFOLK, Va. – The Virginia Zoo won the Association of Zoological Horticulture’s 2012 Sky 

Art Competition. 

 

The winner was announced at the AZH annual conference in Orlando, Fla., Oct. 10. The Sky Art 

competition consists of participating zoos using people on the ground wearing designated colors 

to form a "living image," which is photographed from above and combined with illustration to 

create a unique piece of art. Four zoos participated in the 2012 event to raise awareness for 

Plant Conservation Day and to support conservation grants through AZH, including the San 

Diego Zoo, Tulsa Zoo, and Mesker Park Zoo and Botanical Garden. 

 

“The competition is fun and winning is great, but the most important thing is helping plant 

conservation,” said Allyson Whalley, horticulturist at the Virginia Zoo. “Plants are not optional! 

They are critical to the survival of the animals we love in their natural habitats.” 

 

The Sky Art event at the Virginia Zoo May 19 raised more than $500 for its chosen conservation 

organizations, the Elizabeth River Project, which works to restore our local waterways and to 

inspire the citizens of Hampton Roads to be good stewards of our rivers, and Bamboo of the 

Americas, which works to conserve all of the species of bamboo in both North and South 

America through education and preservation of endangered species. 

 

The Virginia Zoo’s Sky Art project featured a tiger emerging from a bamboo forest made up of 

people photographed from above. The image focuses awareness on the preservation of 

bamboo in Asian forests and the animal populations dependent on them, particularly tigers.  
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The Virginia Zoo’s winning Sky Art entry focuses awareness on the preservation of bamboo in 
Asian forests and the animal populations dependent on them, particularly tigers (Virginia Zoo 
photo illustration). 

 

# # # 

 
As an accredited Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) facility, the Virginia Zoo exhibits more than 400 animals 
on 53 beautifully landscaped acres. For more than a century, the Virginia Zoo has demonstrated a commitment to 
education and conservation, and offered a fun-filled day for visitors of any age. Open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
located at 3500 Granby Street in Norfolk. Daily admission prices are $11 for adults, $10 for seniors (age 62 and over) 
and $9 for children ages 2-11. Visit www.virginiazoo.org or call (757) 441-2374 for more information. 


