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EYE IN THE SKY 

 
NORFOLK, Va. – The Virginia Zoo will host its first annual Sky Art event here 8 a.m. Saturday, July 16, 

2011.  

 

“This will be a great way to start the weekend,” said Greg Bockheim, the Zoo’s executive director. “You 

can help create a unique piece of art, support plant conservation and get an early-bird look at the Zoo.” 

 

Sky Art is a living image formed on the ground and photographed aerially from a crane. People on the 

ground wear colors that help produce an image when photographed from above. The inaugural image 

will feature Schnitz and Pepper, the Zoo’s orangutans, swinging through the trees in a rainforest. 

 

Adults and children of all ages are encouraged to participate. With each adult entry of $15, or $10 per 

child, the participant receives an inaugural Sky Art t-shirt in either green or brown, and early-bird entry 

to the Virginia Zoo following the event. The registration form is available at the Zoo membership office 

or at http://www.virginiazoo.org/zoo-happenings/SkyArt.asp.  

 

Proceeds from the event will support plant conservation locally through the Elizabeth River Project 

(http://elizabethriver.org/), which works to restore the Elizabeth River environment, and internationally 

through the Orangutan Foundation International (http://www.orangutan.org/), with whom the Zoo is 

working to sponsor land in the Rawa Kuno Legacy Forest in Borneo, home to hundreds of orangutans 

and other wildlife. 

 

The resulting Sky Art image will be entered in a national competition organized by the Association for 

Zoological Horticulture to promote plant conservation and used to help raise awareness of deforestation 

occurring in Indonesia and Malaysia.

http://www.virginiazoo.org/zoo-happenings/SkyArt.asp
http://elizabethriver.org/
http://www.orangutan.org/
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Sky 

 

A young orangutan hangs from a tree. Orangutans could become extinct in the wild in as little 

as 15 years if habitat loss from palm oil industry plantation development, deforestation and 

burning of peat forest cannot be controlled (Orangutan Foundation International photo).  

 

### 

 

As an accredited Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) facility, the Virginia Zoo exhibits more than 400 animals on 53 

beautifully landscaped acres. For more than a century, the Virginia Zoo has demonstrated a commitment to education and 

conservation, and offered a fun-filled day for visitors of any age. Open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and located at 3500 Granby 

Street in Norfolk. Daily admission prices are $11.00 for adults, $10.00 for seniors (age 62 and over), and $9.00 for children 

ages 2-11. Visit www.virginiazoo.org or call (757) 441-2374 for more information. 


